

WMwijptf Supreme Oourt tch 
the arson oonvictkxL 




killed Negro leader Vemon 
Dahmer of Hattiesburg Jan. 10 
1966 . 

had appealed on grounds 
the indictment was invalid and 
the evidence was inadequate to 
convict hun. He argued that he 
had won immunity from pros- 
ecutioQ when he appeared be- 
fore the grand jury, and that 
the indictment was illegally 
amended after it was approved. 

The Supnenoe Oourt, Imever, 
said Byrd had refused to uor 
swer the first question posed 
before the grand jury on 
grounds it ml^t incrlmiiiate 
him and he “did not testify to 
one fact.** This, the court said, 
made an indictment permissi- 
ble. 

In an opinion by Justice Rob- 
ert Lee Jones, the court also' 
said the char;^ in the incfict- 
ment wm limited to using the 
word “and** in place of the 
word “or** In Ifatihg acts he 
was charged with conunitting. 

The change, the court said, 
was in form and not in sub- 
stance and was proper. 

The court noted Byrd was not 
H-esent during the actual raid, 
wt said he had taken part in i 
Klan meetings where the at- 1 
tedc was planned and in 
activfties In the aftemat 



